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(1723-1790)

Than thé

Adam Smith 13 nha kinh t& hoc vi dai nguoi Scotland thé ky XVIIL Ong
14 dai biéu xuét sic ciia trudng phai kinh t& chinh tri hoc tu san ¢d dién Anh. Tén
tudi cia Adam Smith gén lién voi tac phdm Tim hiéu vé ban chdt va nguon goc
cua cdi cua cdc quoc gia (Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of
Nations) duoc xuét ban 1an dau vao nim 1776 va dugc biét dén véi cai tén viét
gon phé bién trén thé gisi Ciia cdi ciia cdc quéc gia. Tac pham nay di dua 6ng
thanh nha tu twong 16n, ngudi dit nén moéng cho kinh té hoc hién dai.

Sinh thang 6 nam 1723, tai lang chai Kirkcaldy, phia dong Scotland, gan
Edinburg, Adam Smith 16n 1én trong vong tay cua me khi nguoi cha, mét vién
kiém soat thué quan, mat trudc khi 6ng ra doi.

Adam c6 nghia 13 “mét trong s6 nhiéu ngudi”. Adam ciing 14 tén ctia nguoi
dan 6ng dau tién cua loai ngudi trong Kinh thanh. Smith 14 cai tén ph bién nhat
& Vuong qudc Anh ¢ nghia 13 “mot ngudi lam viéc”. Adam Smith c6 thé da chi
la mot nguoi lam viée binh thuong trong s0 nhleu nguoi trén thé gian nay néu
khéng co tac pham kiét xuat Ciia cdi ciia cdc quoc gia. Gidng nhu Adam trong
Kinh thanh di tim tg do, Adam Smith cling di tim ty do nhung 1a ty do kinh té
nham tao ra “van vt giau c¢6” va thinh vuong cho xa hoi.
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Cai tén va cai nghi¢p cua Adam Smith c¢6 1€ 1a dinh ménh. Tén 6ng hoan
toan tring véi tén cta nguoi cha x4u sb d ra di cling nim 6ng chao doi. Khéng
chi tring tén, Adam Smith con tring nghé v6i cha minh, ca hai déu 1 “cén bo hai
quan”. Khong nhitng thé, cha d& dau ctia 6ng ciing c6 tén 13 Adam Smith, ciing
1a mot nhan vién thu thué hai quan. Mot ngudi anh em ho ctia 6ng ciing ¢6 tén 1a
Adam Smith, ciing 1a mdt thanh tra hai quan.

Adam Smith khong cudi vg, cho dit ong ¢o quen biét nhiéu phu nit. Trong
sb d6, co it nhat mot quy ba dem 1ong yéu mén nhung roi da hon ghét ong khi
khong duoc dén dap tinh yéu'. Adam Smith c6 mot chiéu cao trung binh va hoi
qua can nhu:ng c6 nét kha dep trai, tran rong, d6i mat sang, 16ng may thanh, mu1
hoi khodm nhung 6ng trr danh gia “t6i chi 13 mot ngudi banh bao trong cac cudn
sach cua minh”. Trong doi thudng, 6ng c6 mot vai moi tinh dang thuong. Khi tré
tudi, Adam Smith da say ddm mot quy cd xinh dep va hoan my nhung hoan canh
da can tr6 dam cudi cua ho. Mot s6 quy ¢d nguoi Phap da theo dubi nha bac hoc
xau trai nay nhung khong di dén mot két qua nao. Tinh cam ciia 6ng ludn huong
vé me cla minh, nguoi ma éng vo cung yéu diu. Vi dng, me, ban bé va cac cubn
sach 14 ba niém vui 16n nhét.

Adam Smith 13 mét gido su c6 giong n6i khan khan, ning tiéng va mac tit
ndi lap. Ong 1a mot vi du hoan hao vé mot gido su dang tri. Vi nhu c6 mot budi
sing, dng cho banh mi, bo vao binh tra va sau khi uéng binh tra do, ong tuyén bd
do la binh tra t& nhat ma ong tung uong Vi 6ng, tinh ngan np, gon gang 1 hiém
thay nhung thiéu t6 chtrc va mo hd 14 su hién dién cudc sdng doi thudng ctiia dng.

C6 mét chi tiét kha tha vi 1a Adam Smith, mot nguoi dugce coi 1a thay t6
cta thuong mai tur do lai 13 mot can bo hai quan man can trong hang chuc nam.
Su man can d3 dua ong 1én dén chuc Uy vién Hoi dong Hai quan Scotland vao
nam 1778. D6 phai chang 1a mot nghich 1y, mdt sy hai hudce hay la sy cam dd cua
danh vi cong chiic nha nude?

Adam Smith man can dén ndi, sau mot thoi gian lam viée va khi da “thudc
bai”, 6ng bat ngd phat hién rang chinh ong da vi pham cac quy dinh hai quan:
hau het quan 40 6ng dang mic 1a dd nhap lau. Roi ong viét cho Huén tudc xir
Auckland: “Véi su ngac nhién 16n, t61 da nhan thay rang hiém Kkhi toi c6 mot cai
c¢d con [khan cé], mét caravat, mdt doi co tay 4o diém dang ten, hay mot chiée
khén tay ma khéng bi cAm str dung & Anh qubc. Téi mudn dét tit ca chung di dé
dugc guong mau” Ong mong mudn Huén tude xir Auckland va vo ctia Huan
tude cling kiém tra quan 4o ctia ho va 1am twong ty. Adam Smith da d6t hét nhiing
vat dung nhép 14u ma 6ng c6 dé chap hanh cic quy dinh bao hd mau dich trong

1 QuybaRiccoboni, tiéu thuyét gia nguoi Phép, nguoi da dem long yéu Adam Smith da viét: “Smith c6 giong néi khan khan, ham
ring 16n va trongxdu xi nhu quy” khi gip Adam Smith 1dn ddu tién & Paris vao thing 5 nam 1766. “Ong dy la mot sinh vat dang tri
nhdt”... nhung sau cting ba viét “tuy nhién 6ngla mot ngudi ddng yéu nhét” (trich trong Muller 1993, 16).

2 Thu gai William Eden (Hu4n tudc xt Auckland), Edinburgh, ngay 03/01/1780, trich trong Smith 1987, 245-246. Trong thu
ctia minh, Smith da ing h¢ viéc bai bé hoan toan hé théng cim nhap khau, dugc thay thé bing muc thué hop ly.
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khi chinh 6ng 1a nguoi ¢6 viimanh nhét cho tu do thuong mai.

Ngay nho, Adam Smith duogc biét dén nhu mot dta tré ¢6 sb phan mong
manh. Lic bon tudi, ong di bi nhitng ngudi Digan bit coc nhung ciing som duoc
tra lai cho me ctia 6ng. Tlr nho, 6ng dd mic chimg hay quén nhung lai rat mé doc
sach. Nam 14 tudi, ong dugc gui vao dai hoc Glasgow danh tiéng cua Scotland.
Tai day, ong dugc tiép thu nhiing kién thic co s vé triét hoc dao dirc, kinh té
chinh tri va toan hoc. Nam 1740, Adam Smith nhan hoc bong dé theo hoc tai
truong Balliol thudc dai hoc Oxford trong 6 nam. Tuy nhién, nhitng nam thang tai
dai hoc Oxford khong dé lai 4n twong cho ong. Ong d4 danh nhidu thoi gian trong
thu vién dé tu hoc hon 1a lang phi thi gio vao cac tiét hoc nham chan, 16i thoi trén
giang duong cua Oxford.

Nam 1751, tr¢ lai truong cii, dai hoc Glasgow véi vi tri gido su triét hoc dao
dirc, Adam Smith d3 c6 co hoi thuyét trinh vé nhiing tu twdng tién tién duoc wa
chudng trong thé ky X VIIL Tac phdm thanh céng dau tién cta ong “Ly thuyét vé
nhiing xtc cam dao dirc” (The Theory of Moral Sentiments, 1759) duoc tap hop
tir chinh nhitng bai dién thuyét cta 6ng thoi ky nay. Va ngay 1ap tiic nd trd thanh
tam diém cua nhimg cudc tranh luin khong ngimg nghi tai chau Au. Ciing tir 4o,
trong doi ngil nhimg nha tién phong ctia ky nguyén anh sang khong thé thiéu cai
tén lon Adam Smith.

Nam 1764, sau mot thot gian tich cuc tham gia cac cau lac bd kinh té chinh
tri, co may da dén v6i Adam Smith khi Charles Townshend - mot chinh khach
quy toc - d& nghi 6ng dong hanh trong chuyén di thuc té dai ngay du dinh s& qua
nhiéu nudc dé nang tam hiéu biét cho con trai riéng cta vo 6ng ta. Va Adam
Smith d4 c6 mit ¢ Phép. Tai ddy, 6ng duoc tiép xtc véi nhidu hoc gia ndi tiéng,
trong d6 c6 Francois Quesnay, cha dé cua truong phai trong ndng. Céc cudc trao
ddi voi Quesnay di gitip Adam Smith hiéu vé ban chat ciia chu nghia trong nong,
vi vy nhiing phén tich, phé phan ctia ong vé cic nguyén Iy co ban ctia chii nghia
trong ndng sau nay trd nén rat siu sic va tinh té.

Cudc hanh trinh khong theo dung dy dinh nhung tir nhitng cudc trao ddi
vi nhiéu nha tr twong 16n trong chuyen di, Adam Smith da tich lily dugc mot
khéi kién thirc 16n, phong phi vé thuong mai lam tién dé cho cac y tuong cua tac
pham Ciia cai cua cdc quoc gia. Trén thyc té, phac thao dau tién cua tac pham nay
da xuat hién trong chuyén di Phép ndm 1764, nhung trong gan 12 nim van luon
trong tinh trang chwa hoan thién cho dén khi théo luén cting chinh tri gia nguoi
My Benjamin Franklin' va dugc thu nap thém nhitng thong tin quy bau vé cac
thudc dia cua My cling nhu vi thé duogc tién doan trudc caa ching, tac phém moi
duoc Adam Smith hoan chinh va xuét ban thang 3 nam 1776.

1 Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) la mét trong nhiing ngudi thanh 13p ra Nha nude My: Ongla mét chinh tri gia, mot nha khoa
hoc, mot triét gia, mot nha phit minh, nha hoat déng xa hoi, mot nha ngoai giao xudt sic.
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Nam tac pham Ciia cdi cia cdc quoc gia duoc xudt ban ciing 1a nim
Jefferson! doc ban Tuyén ngén déc Idp cia My. Vi vay, nhiéu ngudi di coi hai
kiét tac ndy co gid tri khoa hoc va lich str khong kém gi nhau. Néu nudc My doc
lap tao ra mot bude ngoat cho lich st chinh tri thé 2101, thi Adam Smith cung tac
pham Ciia cdi ciia cdc quoc gia 33 md ra canh clra tu tudng v6i tim nhin bao phu
cac nén kinh té ctia nhiéu qudc gia thay vi chi han hep trong mot dit nude. Tac
pham d ban hét sach chi sau vai thang phat hanh. Nha sir hoc ndi tiéng luc by
gio 13 Edward Gibbon? di phai thét 16n “Qué 1 mot tac phdm tuyét voi ma ong
ban Adam Smith cta chung ta da cong hién dé lam giau cho cong chung! Mot
khoa hoc sau rong chira trong mot quyén sach duy nhat va nhimg ¥ tuéng sau xa
nhét duoc dién ta bang mot ngdn ngir sang stia nhat®”,

V6i nhiing dong gbp ctia minh, Adam Smith da tré thanh nguoi ¢6 uy tin
bac nhét trong gidi tri thirc, mdt nha tu tudng 16n, mot cong dan ndi danh cta
xtr Scotland. Nhimg nim cudi doi, ong song cudc sdng doc than nhan tan, yén
binh dén khi qua doi vao nam 1790. Trén ngbi mg cua 6ng tai nha thd Canongate
(Scotland) van con nhiing dong chir day tu hao rang: Day 14 noi an nghi cua tac
gia tac pham Ciia cdi cia cdc quoc gia!. Sau nay, Nha nuéc Anh con quyet dinh
in anh ctia Adam Smith 1én to gidy bac dac biét co ménh gia 20 bang dé ky niém
230 nam ngay xuét ban tac pham Ciia cdi ciia cde quéc gia.

Su nghi€p khoa hoc

Cha dé ciia hoc thuyét kinh té ¢o dién

Adam Smith 1a cha dé ciia mdt mon khoa hoc méi - kinh té hoc hay khoa
hoc vé cia cai. Trong cudc doi nghién ctiru cia minh, Adam Smith da viét nhiéu
tic pham va chuyén ludn, song, phin 16n trong s d6 da duoc 6ng ra 1énh dét bo
Iac cudi doi. Cude séng an dat, kin dao caa Smith khién nguoi doi sau chi con nhé
dén 6ng nhu mot hoc gia ndi tiéng dang tri, c6 phan lan than nhung lai 1a cha dé
cua mot loat tu tudng kinh té hoc kinh dién gay chan dong mot thoi.

Nhimng dtra con tinh than ctia éng déu 1a cac kiét tac thé hién tu duy tong
hop va suy luan béc thay, chimg to mot thé gidi quan kiét suat, di sdu vao ban chat
quy ludt van dong cta cac hién tuong va qua trinh kinh t& ma dinh cao 13 tic pham
Ciia cdi ciia cde quéc gia.

1 Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) la Tong théng thti 3 ctia nudc My, ngudi sing 1ip ra Dang Dén chti - Cong hoa My ( Democratic-
Republican Party: Republican) va 1a mét trong nhiing nguidi theo chi nghia tw do nhiét thanh 16n nhat thdi can dai.

2 Edward Gibbon (1737 - 1794), nha stt hoc ndi tiéng ctia Anh, tic gia cuén Lich st vé s xudng doc va do vo ciia Dé ché La Ma gy
tranh cil6n vao thé ky XVIIL

3 Daniel J.Boorstin Nhiing phdt hién vé van vat va con ngudi ( The discovers - A history of Man'’s Search to know his world and himself),
Nixb Vin héa thong tin, Ha Néi, 2001.
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Trong tac pham ndy, trén co so tiép thu nhimg tinh hoa 1y luan cua ca
truong phai trong thwong va trong nong, cling nhu 1am rd nhimg luan diém sai
1am, phién dién ctia ho, Adam Smith d lay pham tril xuat phat cho hé thong ly
luén cta minh 13 “ctia cai cia cac qudc gia” va nghién ctru nd trén ca ba linh virc:
san xuat, luu thong va phan phdi. Nho d6, nhitng linh vuc 16n cia khoa hoc kinh
t& da co dugc bo khung viing chic va nhimg duong nét rd rang. D6 1a Iy do ma
cac thé hé sau coi Iy luan ctia Adam Smith 1a mot cdy dai thu vo1 tan la rong ma
bat ky mot ai tim cach phat trlen , phan bién, thdm chi loi dung nhirng sai 1am ctia
ong cung tr¢ thanh nguoi ndi tiéng. Nha lich stt Amold Toynbee di khing dinh
rang “Cua cai cua cac quoc gia va dau may hoi nudc da pha hay thé gidi cii, xay
dung mot thé gi¢i moi”.

Trong Adam Smith chira ddy su uyén tham cia mét nha bac hoc 16n va
ciing ¢6 ca sy lam 1an nhu tit ca nhitng ngudi binh thuong khéc khi cac hién
twong va qua trinh kinh té chua phat trién dén d6 chin mudi dé gitp nguoi ta nhan
15 ban chét ctia chung. Tuy vdy, trén co so bd khung Iy luan ma Adam Smith dua
ra, cc truong phai kinh té bt dau xuat hién véi nhiéu sic thai va xu hudng khac
nhau. David Ricardo, ngudi da phat trién nhimg hat nhan khoa hoc va phé phan
¢6 khic phuc nhitng sai 1dm ctia Adam Smith d3 dua kinh t€ chinh tri hoc tu san
6 dién Anh dat t6i dinh cao 1y luan. Chinh Cac Méc ciing d3 tryc tiép ké thira cac
tu tudng khoa hoc cia Adam Smith va Ricardo va da dua kinh té chinh tri hoc tr&
thanh nén tang 1y luan kinh té ctia chu nghia Méac sau nay.

Mot truong phéi 1y luén khac ciing xuat phat tir nguyén 1y co ban ctia Adam
Smith, song lai bién chung thanh cong cu dé tro lai cc tu tudng va quan diém cua
giai cap tiéu tu san ma dai biéu ndi bat nhat 1 Simonde de Sismondi. Mt nhanh
ly luan khac cling da xuét hién ma Mac goi la su suy ddi cua kinh té chinh tri hoc
¢d dién v6i dai biéu ndi bat 1a Jean Baptiste Say va Thomas Robert Malthus. Ho
da khai thac nhimg nham Ian ctia Adam Smith dé xay dung thanh cac 1y thuyét
bao chira cho ché d6 boc 16t va mau thuin cua cha nghia tu ban.

Trong lich str cac tu tuong kinh té, khong ngo nhimg nham 1an cua Adam
Smith lai ton tai lau dén thé va c6 nhiéu anh huong 16n dén thé. Nhing nham lan
cia Adam van 1a co so cho sy bién tudng ctia da moi sic thai ly luan dén ngay
nay. Cac quan diém xem xét lai cha nghia mac xit déu c6 ngudn gdc siu Xa tir
cac nham 14n ctia Adam Smith. Ngudn gdc sdu xa ctia cc tu tuong kinh té tién
bo ctia trudng phai x4 hoi chil nghia khong tudng ciing xuét phat tir co s¢ 1y ludn
ciia chinh Adam Smith. Diéu d6 cho thay tinh khoa hoc va tinh phd bién trong cac
quan diém nén tang 1y luan ciia Adam Smith kiét xuét nhuong nao!.

Gia tri va gia tri sir dung
Adam Srpith la nguoi dau tién phan biét r6’gié1 tri va gia tri st dung cua
hang hoa va khang dinh gia tri st dung khong quyét dinh gid tri ciia hang hoa.
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Theo 6ng, gia tri cia mot vat c6 hai nghia, doi lac chi cong dung cua hang
hda, do6i Iuc chi kha nang c¢6 dugc vat khac do chi ém hiru vat do mang lai. Nghia
thtr nhét 13 gid tri str dung, nghia thir hai 12 gid tri trao d6i, 1a hinh thirc biéu hién
ctia gia tri. Trén co s6 d6, 6ng di phan tich “thudce do thue t&” cia gid tri trao doi
qua ba budc:

1) Trao doi hang hoa voi lao dong. Theo 6ng, khong phai vang hay bac ma
lao dong mai 1a cai dau tién dung dé doi lay tit ca cua cai trén thé gioi. Ong da“.
do du giita hai dinh nghia vé gié tri trao doi, ttrc 1 gitra dinh nghia cho rang gia tn
cua cac hang hoa la do khéi lugng lao dong can thiét dé san xudt ra cac hang hoa
d6 quyét dinh, va dinh nghia ring gi4 tri d6 ngang VO’l s lwgng lao dong song ma
hang héa do co thé mua duoc, hay 1a ngang véi s6 luong hang hda ma sé luong
lao dong song nhét dinh c6 thé mua duoc”". Trong hai dinh nghia do, dinh nghia
thir nhét 1a dang dan, dinh nghia th hai 13 sai 1am. Trén thuc té, ong da lay tién
cong 1am thudc do gid tri cia hang héa, vi tién cong ngang véi s6 luong hang héa
da dugc mua thay thé cho mot lugng lao dong sdng nhat dinh.

2) Trao doi hang héa véi hang héa. O day gia tri trao doi 1a mot quan hé
ty 1¢ v€ lugng hang hda nao do, tirc gia tri trao doila mot quan hé ty I€ vé lugng.

3) Trao déi hang héa thong qua tién té.

Adam Smith d3 khang dinh lao déng la thuée do bén trong, thude do duy
nhat chinh xac cua gia tri. Tien 1a thudc do bén ngoai, chi dung vao mét thoi gian
va dia diém xac dinh. Pay thuc su 1a quan di€ém chinh xac va khoa hoc cuia Adam
Smith.

Dé ¢6 duoc quan niém dung din, Adam Smith ciing phé phan quan diém
co ban cta chu nghia trong nong ma dai dién la Francois Quesnay cho ring nong
nghiép moi la nganh san xudt ra gla tri con cong nghi€p thi khong. Déi v6i Smith,
day 1a mot quan dlem sai 1am. Ong ty nhii, minh that may man vi da sinh ra tai
mot dat nudc thién vé budn ban nhu Scotland va rat gan nu6c Anh cong nghiép
chtr khéng phai thudn néng nghiép nhu Phap dé hiéu rang ngudn gc ciia “gia tri”
chinh 1a “lao dong”, chtr khong phai 1a “tu nhién” nhu cac nha sang lap chu nghia
trong nong quan ni¢m.

Tuy nhién, Adam Smith lai mic phai mot nham 14n 16n khi khang dinh:
“Tién cong, loi nhudn va dia t6 la ba nguon goc dau tién ciia moi thu nhdp, ciing
nhu ciia moi gid tri trao d6™. V& dau ctia khang dinh nay 12 hoan toan chinh xéc,
nhung vé sau “ciing nhw ciia moi gid tri trao d6i” 14 sai. Adam Smith da bo qua
gid tri cua cac tu lidu san xuat trong cAu thanh gi tri hang hoa. Theo Cac Mac,
thi Adam Smith da khong phat trién dugc 1y luan quy gia ctia Quesnay vé tai san
xuat, hon nira 6ng lai 1am rdi van dé khi “...dua ra cii giao dicu la ling ma ngay

1 C.Miécva Ph.Angghen: Toan tap, Nxb Chinh tri quéc gia, Ha N6i, 1995, t.26, P1, tr.6S.
2 Adam Smith: Cila cdi ctia cdc quéc gia, quyén 1, chuong 6 [ ban dich tiéng Nga, tap L, tr49 .
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nay, ngudi ta van con tin mot cach mu quang... theo d6 thi toan bo gia tri cua
san pham xa hoi phan giai thanh thu nhap, nghia 14 thanh. .. tién cong cong véi loi
nhuan (loi tirc), cdng vai dia t6”!. Chinh vi vay, Cac Mac cho réng Adam Smith
la nguoi dat co sd khoa hoc cho Iy luan vé su boc 10t ctia CNTB.

Nhitng phin khéu trir vao san phim lao dong ciia cong nhan

Adam Smith quan niém loi nhuén, dia to va loi tic 1a nhiing phan khéu trir
vao san pham lao dong ctia cong nhan.

1) V& loi nhuan, ong viét: “Cdi gid tri ma nguoi cong nhdn gia cong thém
vao, gio day (khi nén san xudt tw ban chii nghia xudt hién) dwoc chia thanh hai
bo phan, trong do mot bo phan duoc dem tra cho cong nhan, con bo phan kia thi
duoc dung vao viéc tra loi nhudn cho nguoi kinh doanh theo téng $6 tw ban di
vmg trueGe dwdi hinh thdi tién cong va vt liéu diing vao viéc ché bién”,

2) V& dia 6, theo ong thi “tir khi toan bg ruéng ddt trong mot meée nay hay
trong mét nudc kia tré thanh tdi san riéng, thi nhitg ké sé hitu ruong dat, ciing
nhie tat cd nhitng nguoi khdc, ciing muon thu hoach ¢ noi ma ho khéng gieo, va
thém chi ho con bat dau doi thu t6 déi véi nhitng san phcfm tw nhién cua dat dai”.

3) V& loi tirc, ong viét: “loi tirc cuia tién (...) bao gio ciing la mét thiv ‘thu
nhdp phdi sinh, thu nhdp ndy khong phai duwoc tra bang mt khodn lay tir 56 loi
nhudn do viéc si dung so tién dé mang lai, thi ciing phdi diegc tra bang cach lay
vao mét nguén thu nhdp ndo dé”.

Ly luén vé Kinh té thi truong tw do canh tranh

Cua cai cia mot quic gia khong chi 13 vang, bac ma con bao gdm dit dai,
nha cira, hang hoa ¢ nhiéu dang khac nhau c6 thé tiéu thu duoc. Cua cai phai dugc
do luong dya trén cach ma moi nguoi dugc an, 6, mac chir khong phai dya trén sO
vang bac trong ngan kh quoc gia. Ngay nay, c6 thé d& dang hiéu duoc diéu do,
song hon 200 nam trude diéu do khong may d& hiéu.

Adam Smith d3 tuyén bd bdo ho thirong mai sé lam dat nude nghéo di. Vao
thot cua 6ng, khong phai ai cling thuc sy hiéu dugc chan 1y nay nhung né da duoc
Adam Smith dua ra tir nam 1776. That dang kinh phuc!

T hon 200 nam trudc, Adam Smith da cho ring nhitng nd luc cta chinh
sach bao ho thuong mai (nhu ap muc thué cao, dit cic rao can dé dat duogc can
can thuong mai ¢o loi cho quéc gia) la “ngd ngan”. Adam Smith da tuyén bd
“bang viéc lop kinh, cac luong dat dugc bon phan, cac buc tuong duoc u nong,
loai nho ngon c6 thé dugc trong & Scotland” nhung néu trong nho va san xuat

1 C.MicvaPh. Angghen Toan tap, Nxb Chinh tri quéc gia, Ha Noi, 1996, t.24, tr.636.



100 NHA KINH TENOITIENG

ruou vang ¢ Scotland thi chi phi cao gép 30 1an thay vi nhip khau tir Phap. Ong
dat ra cau héi: liéu c6 mot fiiéu luat nao hop 1y khi ngan can nhéap khau rugu tir
nudc ngoai, don gian chi dé khuyén khich viée lam rugu vang do ¢ Scotland?.

Theo Adam Smith, cac chinh sach bao ho chi ¢6 loi cho cac nha san xuét,
nhimg ké doc quyén va sy thién can cua chinh sach bao ho luén can tré ting
trudng. Chinh sach bao ho khong dem lai loi ich cho nguoi tiéu dung, loi ich cua
ngudi tiéu ding hau nhu thudng xuyén phai hy sinh cho ngudi san xuat. Adam
Smith tuyén bé rang cac rao can thuong mai d 1am té liét kha ning san xuit cia
cac quic gia va do vay can phai dugc x6a bo. Néu thuong mai gitta Anh va Phap
duwoc mé rong thi ca hai qudc gia s& déu co loi.

Adam Smith 12 ngudi hoan thién Iy luan vé kinh té thi truong ty do canh
tranh. Theo 6ng, x3 hoi 14 lién minh ctia nhitng nguoi tir do trao doi. Nha nude chi
14 “ngudi linh géc dém” dé bao vé cho tur do va tu hitu. Trao d6i 1a mot dic tinh von
co cia con ngudi. Trong nén kinh té, con ngudi phu thude va quan hé véi nhau.
Trong trao doi, quy luat lgi ich trd thanh dong luc thuc ddy ngudi ta hoat dong. O
day, con ngudi “chiu chi phdi boi ban tay vo hinh”. D6 1a cac quy luat khach quan,
1a “trat tu ty nhién”. Dé trat tu d6 hoat dong troi chdy, Adam Smith dinh o cac diéu
kién: (i) Ton tai nén san xuAt hang hoa va trao d6i hang hoa; (ii) Nén san xuét do
phai phat trién trén co sé tu do: tu do san xuét, tu do lién két, tw do mau dich.

Ong nhép manh ba ddc trung cua hé thong tu diéu chinh (ban tay vo hinh
hay mé hinh c6 dién):

Mbt la tw do. Céc canhdn co quyén san xuat va trao doi hang héa, lao dong
va von néu ho thay thich hop.

Hai la canh tranh. Cic cdnhan c6 quyén canh tranh trong san xuat va trao
doi hang hoa, dich vu.

Ba la céng bang. Cic hoat dong clia ca nhan phai cong bang va trung thuc
dua trén cac nguyén tac cta xa hoi.

Adam Smith da két hop ba dic trung nay khi phat biéu: “Mot nguoi, khi
khong vi pham luat phap, duoc phép tir do tuyét ddi theo dudi loi ich cia ban than
theo cach rleng cua minh, dugc phép dem von va nghe lam an ctia minh canh
tranh voi bat ky nguoi nao khac hodc 1am theo yéu cau”. Nhimg 1ap luan day
tinh thuyét phuc nay da duogc Stigler goi 13 “vuwong mién nam ngoc” 1ap lanh cua
Adam Smith. Con Samuelson di phai thdt 1én ring “ngudi dan éng dau tién cua
loai ngudi 1 Adam va nha kinh té hoc dau tién ciing 13 Adam”.

Adam Smith khong chi la ngudi sang lap truong phai kinh té hoc co dién
v6i hoc thuyét tu do kinh té ma 6ng con la ngudi dat nén mong cho kinh te hoc
ndi chung phat trién. Nhitng phat hién vé gia tri va gia tri sir dung, vé ngudn gdc
gia tri thang du, vé& kinh té thi trudng tu do canh tranh 1a ba déng gop to 16m, cu
thé, ndi bat cia Adam Smith ma khong ai ¢ thé phil nhan.
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Két luan

Puong thoi, bén canh sy né phuc va kinh trong tai ning, Adam Smith van
bi mot s6 nguoi coi la ké vo chinh phu. Boi 18, ong chdng lai mot nha nudc
chuyén ché thau tém moi hoat dong ctia xa hdi, du 1a nho nhét. Ong cho réng mo
hinh “Nha nuéc han ché” v6i chie ning thyc thi cong 1y, bao vé quic gia va dam
bao phuc loi xa hoi cho cong dan nén dugc xay dung, cd nghia 1a “hoat dong cua
nha nuée nén don gian va tiét kiém”'. Ong ludn khat khao hoc thuyét ctia minh s&
lam van vat giau c6 cho toan nhan loai.

Thi thoang van xuét hién nhiing 161 phi bang ctia mot s6 ngudi. John Ruskin
mdt nha phé binh nghé thuat ctia thé ky XIX di thét 1én khong dau vé han hoc
rang Adam Smith chi 1a “..mét ga Scotland mia nguoi, mia ngom cé tinh rao
gidng nhitng 10i bang bé thanh than, nao la “Hdy cam thi thuong dé, chiia té
cua cdc nguo', k¢ xdc nhitg ludt I¢ cua ong ta, va hdy luon ngdam nghé tai san
cua bon lang giéng...”. Tuy nhién, do chi 1a nhimg nhan dinh cb chép, thiéu sb.
Thyc té, tu tuong cua Adam Smith van con dugc ca ngoi dén ngay nay. Gilles
Dostaller, dong tac gia cudn Tir twong kinh té ké tir Keynes (Economic Thought
Since Keynes) da timg nhan xét: “Adam Smith cé mot cdi nhin vé sy van hanh cia
nén kinh té tinh té hon rét nhiéu cdach nhin van dwoc gan cho éng... Ong da danh
mot phan 16n tac pham “Ciia cdi ciia cde quoc gia” dé xem xét cde chire ndng ma
nha nude phdi dam nhdn trong nén kinh té"

Hay nhu Alan Greenspan, ngudi c6 18 nam (1987-2006) ngdi ghé Chu tich
Cuc Dy trit Lién bang My d& khong ngan ngai nhan minh 13 tin d6 ctia Adam
Smith véi ly thuyét vé “Ban tay vo hinh”. Ong khang dinh: “Ban chat ciia ludt 1é
la lam giam tw do cua thi truong, logi bo tw do chinh la dat toan bo qud trinh can
bang thi trwong vao riii ro” va “khéng thdy bdt ky Iy do nao bién minh cho viéc
tang vai tro cua nha nuoc’”,

Nhiing mbi lién hé gitra luan diém ctia Adam Smith v6i sy van dong cua
nén kinh té hién nay van con kha chat ch&. Bang ching 1a khi phan tich nhiing sai
lam dan dén cudc khing hoang kinh té trong thap ky dau cua thé ky XXI, nhiéu
hoc gia da trich dan lai nhitng dong ma Adam Smith dé lai trong Ciia cdi cua cac
quoc gia. Ho noi rang tinh tién doan trong tu tudng cua Adam Smith van ding
cho dén bay gior. Gido sw Amartya Sen (gidai Nobel kinh té nim 1 998) da nhéan xét:
“Cudc khing hoang kinh té hién nay mét phan do dé cao qud mic vé s sang suot
cuia thi triong va bdy gio cude khing hodng dang bi théi phong boi su lo ling
va thiéu tin cdy vdo thi trieong tdi chinh va cdc doanh nghiép néi chung... Song,

—_

Adam Smith, Ciia cdi cita cdc qudc gia.

2 Tiéuluén “Capitalism and Morality” CN'TB va vin dé dao duic cua Edward Celeson: dang trén tap chi The Freeman — Ideas on
liberty, thang 10/1973.

3 Trich tirbai viét “Mot lich st ddy bién dong”, dang dudi dang phu luc 2 trong ban tiéng Viét ctia cudn Tis tudng kinh té ké'tis Keynes
clia tac gia nay.

4 Alan Greenspan: Kj nguyén hon loan (The Age of Turbulence), Nxb Tré, 2008.
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nhitng van dé nay da dwoc Adam Smith nhdn ra tir thé ky XVIII...”!

Adam Smith dé cao su tu diéu tiét cia thi truong nhung van khong quén
nhén manh ring cac hoat dong dau co qua mic va 1dm rai ro von thu hat nhidu
nguoi béi loi nhudn cao, néu khong dugc didu tiét s& gdy ra nhitng hé luy xau.
Ong goi d6 1a “nhitng ké hoang tang va phong ting”. Cu thé, Adam Smith yéu
cau nha nudc bao vé cong dan trude cac khoan vay khong lanh manh dé tranh b
roi vao truong hop “mot phan I6m von ciia dat nude bi day khéi tay nhitng nguoi
rit cé thé sir dung né mét cach smh loi va cé ich, va quéng vao tay nhitng ké rdt
o thé sé lang phi va hiy hogi né”

Nguoi ta con tim thay ca su tuong dong (hay ké thira) trong quan ni¢ém cua
Paul Krugman (doat giai Nobel kinh té nim 2008) vé Adam Smith. Tac pham
Ciia cai cua cdc quoc gia c6 nhimg dong noi dén tinh ning dong cua thi truong va
gidi thich cdch n6 van hanh trén nén tang tu do hoa thwong mai thong qua chuyén
moén hoa san xuit, phan cong lao dong va su tiét kiém do quy mo san xuét 16n.
Va d6 ciing 14 nhitng ¥ Krugman ban dén trong phan tich thuyét thwrong mai va
dia 1y kinh té.

Adam Smith 14 mot nhan vat kiét xuét cta kinh t& hoc. Pa gﬁn ba thé ky
tir khi nhiing tu tuéng cta éng ra doi, xa hoi da co nhimg thay doi 16n so véi
bdi canh nén kinh t tu ban so khai thé ky XVIIL Tuy nhién, chinh tir h¢ théng
tir tudng clia 6dng ma cac thé hé di sau co thé phat trién cac nhanh Iy thuyét day
dic tuong Gmg v6i su phat trién phic tap ctia kinh té hién dai. Cac Mac 1a mot
trong nhiing dai dién wu ti nhat da phan tich ban chat ciia chil nghia tu ban duwa
trén nhimg lap ludn ctia Adam Smith vé kinh té thi trudng tir d6 x4y dung nén hé
théng Iy luan mac-xit.

1 Chuyén luin “CNTB vuot xa hon cudc khung hoang” (Captialism beyond the Crisis), The New York Review of Books, Volume
56,56 5, ngay 26-3-2009.
2 Adam Smith: Cia cdi ctia cdc quéc gia (The Wealth of Nations) 1, ILiv.1S, tr.357.

12



ADAM SMITH

Chi din khoa hoc
Gia tri. Gia tri st dung. Ban tay v6 hinh. Ty do canh tranh. Dia t6. Nha nudéc han ché.

Nhiing cong trinh tiéu biéu ciia Adam Smith

The Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759), New York, Augustus, M.Kelly, 1966.

An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations (1776), New York,
Morden Library, 1937.

Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, 1748.

Lectures on Jurisprudence, 1766.

Lectures on justice, Police, Revenue and Arms (dugc sinh vién ghi lai vaondm 1763),
New York, Augustus M.Kelly, 1964.

Account of the Life and Writings of David Hume, 1777.

Thoughts on the State of the Contest with America, 1778.

M3t s6 bai thuyét trinh trong 16p Triét hoc nim 1795:

“The Principles which Lead and Direct Philosophical Enquiries Illustrated by the
History of Astronomy”’.

“The Principles which Lead and Direct Philosophical Enquiries Illustrated by the
History of the Ancient Physics”.

“The Principles which Lead and Direct Philosophical Enquiries Illustrated by the
History of the Ancient Logic and Metaphysics”.

“Of the External Senses”.

“Of the Nature of that Imitation which takes place in what are called the Imitative
Arts”.

“Of the Affinity between certain English and Italian Verses”.

“Review of Johnson’s Dictionary”, 1755, Edinburgh Review.

“Letter to the Authors”, 1756, Edinburgh Review.

“Preface and Dedication to William Hamilton’s Poems on Several Occasions”, 1748,
1758.
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